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Owner
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My teaching gem has to do with logistics of the classroom. We all have to take attendance on a daily basis, and some even have to do lunch and dismissal counts. But as Wong and Wong suggest in their book the First Days of School, teachers should utliize every minute of class to have students doing something, not the teacher taking attendance. They suggest having charts posted in the classroom so that students can walk in and automatically move their name from absent to present and get settled in to work. This maximizes the time available to teachers and students to dedicate to work.
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A really cool idea for doing attendance charts, is changing them according to the unit(s) the class is studying. This example can be while studying a unit on nature, or animals (biology), envionrments, habitats, etc. It gets students in that mindset before they even start working in the day, and this way your students know what to expect to get out of that day (theme).
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This example is a perfect way to mix the two- taking attendance as well as school lunch counts. Students can simply move their names from the board to the chart according to what they need and the teacher does not have to waste time taking count/roll. Again, any theme you want according to your class.




